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The Charlotte Mason Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
database created in 2009-2011 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators and students to discover, use, and build upon the 
Charlotte Mason Collection of archives, journals and books 
housed in the Armitt Library & Museum (UK). To learn more 
about this database or to search the digital collection, go to The 
Charlotte Mason Digital Collection. 

Your use of images from the Charlotte Mason Digital 
Collection is subject to a License . To publish images for 
commercial purposes, a license fee must be submitted and 
permission received prior to publication. To publish or present 
images for non-profit purposes, the owner, Redeemer University 
College, must be notified at cmdc@ redeemer. ca and submission 
of a copy of the context in which it was used also must be 
submitted to the owner at cmdc@ redeemer. ca. Credit lines, as 
specified in the License , must accompany both the commercial 
and non-profit use of each image. 

Unless you have obtained prior permission, you may not 
download an entire issue of a journal nor may you make multiple 
copies of any of the digital images. Higher resolution images are 
available. [Low resolution (150 dpi), single copy printing is 
permitted: High resolution images for publication can be 
purchased. Please contact Redeemer University College in 
writing as specified in the License to request high resolution 
images. 

While the document originals are housed in the Armitt Library & 
Museum, Redeemer University College owns the rights to the 
Digital Images (in jpg/pdf format) of the original archival 
documents and artifacts. The original Digital Images and 
database metadata are owned and maintained by Redeemer 
University College. Multiple images are bound together in PDF 
Packages. Click here to download the latest version of Adobe 
Reader for better viewing. In the PDF, click an image thumbnail 
to view it. 

This project was made possible through collaboration among the 
Armitt Library & Museum (Ambleside, UK), Redeemer 
University College (Ancaster, Canada) and the University of 
Cumbria (UK) and with the financial assistance of the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 


Need help? If you do not see a side-bar with image thumbnails: 

Some of the PDF packages are large and will take some time to download. A very large PDF package may open more successfully 
if you download it first to your desktop. (From inside the database record, right-click on the link to the PDF package and save the 
link to your desktop.) Once it’s on your desktop, you can open it up with a recent version of Adobe Reader . 

If you have a Macintosh with Safari, the default program to open PDFs is Preview, which does not open the PDF packets. Mac 
users need to download Adobe Reader . If this cover page appears without a list of PDF files (either at the side or bottom of the 
screen), look for a paper clip or a menu option to view attachments. If you click that, you should see a list of the pages in the PDF 
package. 

Viewing files with Linux: This works with the default PDF viewer that comes pre-installed with Ubuntu. While viewing this 
cover page in the PDF viewer, click "View" on the top toolbar, and check the box that says "Side Panel". That will bring up the 
side panel. The side panel will show only this cover page. Click the ‘arrow’ at the top of the side panel, and it will give you the 
option to view "attachments." If you click that, you should see a list of PDF files, which are the pages in the PDF package. 
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■ „■ vill take place on June utk. The following 
The Annual Meeting " ' f or t j ie occasion At 4.30 p.m. the 

arrangements have been ^ ^ office of the Union> 2g> Victoria 

General Council will ^ be and the election of officers 

Street, S.W., when t P g The represen tative of each Branch 
for the ensuing year wil P 

is earnestly invited to a en . ^ General Conversazione of the Members 

In the evening (o to 1 1 P- - ^ t fVlo Pnrtman Rooms. Baker 


In the evening (» to P _ ' a{ the Portman Rooms, Baker Street 

of the Union will ta e from Branc h Secretaries. The Chair 

:ath. Miss 

Mason «il.™dd re » tie' renting, and Mrs. Dallas York. (Visitor to the 


of the Union will \ fj k ts from Branch Secretaries. 

M “ th - 


u JVducation) will distribute certificates to the Ex-Students. 

H °D Se a f of the Parents’ Review who are willing to help in tne formation 
r RC1 Tltsve also cordially invited, and Miss Blogg will be happy 
to arrange for hospitality to be offered to them during their stay Tn London 
Member! of the Executive Committee will wear a distinctive badge, and 
be happy to answer any enquiries as to the work of the Union. 

House of Education.- A bright little visit from Mrs. Ste.nthal has been 
one of the interests of the month. Nature work has been very brisk 
during this glorious Spring. The authors discussed in the two meetings 
of the Literary Coterie, during the last month, were George Eliot and 
Charles Kingsley. These meetings are valuable means of culture to the 
students : about twenty outside neighbours and friends are members of the 
Coterie: these take it in turn to choose an author for an evening’s reading. 
The reader for the evening opens proceedings with a short appreciation of 
the author, and then calls upon the various members whom he has asked to 
read illustrative passages. When, as in the case of lennyson, Matthew 
Arnold, Kingsley, etc., the author has written songs, these are sung at 
intervals during the evening Happily a good many members of the Coterie 
read exceptionally w-ell. May we suggest that such a literary society 
might be formed in almost any neighbourhood, and is a source of great 
refreshment and pleasure ? 

House of Education Natural History Club . — Notes by M. L. 
Hodgson . — Even the most unobservant person possible, must at some 
period or other have been struck by the clever devices by which many 
animals strengthen their hold on life. Some of the most beautiful of 
these are exhibited by creatures almost too insignificant you would say, 
perhaps, to be worth looking at, at all, and yet which on examination 
prove to be endowed with the most wonderful contrivances for preserving 
the, to you, apparently insignificant lives. The protective colouration 
of many of the higher animals is too obvious to escape remark, those 
of you who have ever hunted the hedges for pheasants’ and partridges’ 
nests now how difficult it is to see them, even when one knows exactly 
where they are, if the bird is on the nest or off makes very little difference, 
as plumage, nest, and eggs all have some share in the general resemblance 
0 t e surroundings. If you follow up this line of thought many like 
S °° n ° CCUr t0 you ’ and il wil1 n ot be difficult for you to 
a scover the remarkable examples of protective colouration afforded by 
common animals and birds of your neighbourhood. 
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A delightful chapter in “ The Study of Animal Tif.» rru 
entitled “ Shifts for a Living and I heartily recommend ' S 

«ad it as it contains much interesting int„ m „ ion „„ tl ? e “ 

Nature's devices tor the preservat.on ot the lives of crealures great a „i 
email. It is a most fascinating study, and one which well ™ “ 
student. Ranging far and wide over the world we meet witw 
lions, panthers, snakes, frogs, birds, eggs, all sharing the h gCrS ’ 
care, which gives to all alike the _ power^VdeLST pre«cta 


wise 

But 


“ IS to *? e ™ 0re l0 " ly f °"" s t f 1,fe thl > 1 »«>■ «» draw you, attention 
at present. Those of you who have not seen a caterpillar turn apparent 

into a stick, a spider into an odd looking bud in the axil of leaf and 
stem, a beetle feign death, or a brilliant butterfly suddenly disappear as 
it alighted on the bark of a tree, have yet much to learn. We owe many 
thanks to the men who have recently done so much for us in the study 
of insect disguise and mimicry, if only for drawing our attention to all 
the wonders which surround us. Many curious ways are adopted by 
creatures to secure their eggs or their young from injury— some of you 
may remember the wonderful spider’s nest we got, so carefully made and 
covered with lichen, that, had we not watched it being made, we could 
never have found it, so closely did it resemble the bark of the tree it 
was on. Some quite harmless flies resemble a hornet, while others look 
like bees or wasps. 

Whereas some colours act as a protection, we find on the other hand 
that in many cases brilliant colouring acts as a warning. The brilliantly 
coloured caterpillars of the gold tail moth, so often seen on our thorn 
hedges, seem to be a case of this kind ; they are intensely disagreeable and 
if handled the hairs cause little bumps or swellings on the skin, and it is 
very w F ell known that birds dislike them. They appear to be quite aware of 
this and take no pains to hide themselves, while such juicy morsels as the 
thin skinned green caterpillars, have to hide for their lives, and take all 
sorts of precautions to escape from their enemies, not only by means of 
protective resemblance, but also by making “ masks ” of green leaves, and 
also by swinging away on the end of a long thread, when alaimed. 
Butterflies and moths are so obviously protected in many cases that I think 
you will not have much difficulty in finding out the best examples or 
yourselves. I have long ago draw r n your attention to this charming su ject 
of disguises and mimicry, and I am referring to it now in the hope o 
finding that some of you have in the meantime been stud)ing t le je 
up for yourselves and that you will be able to tell me of some ^ lin * ^ 
have actually seen and noted for yourselves. It is impossi e in e 
space at my disposal, to do more than remmd you, that ^ ‘ 

for this kind of work; everything in Nature seems out an a ou ’ 
of you, I know, are in places specially suitable 
kind. Note books should be full and overflowing during 
weather and splendid opportunities for out-door work. reac hed me 

Many excellent lists of flowers for April an > ^ ^ several 

this year, both from students and pupils. In Am ^ ^ 30th. 

lists of 127 plants seen in flower between Apri y w fil 


I hose of you who have lists for the corresponding f 

understand how very different our weather has been 


